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his piano makers, his tuners adored him. They remained
undisturbed by Paderewski's angry outburst when he was
testing the piano. After the storm was past Paderewski
treated them as members of his family ; they were given
presents,, invited to supper, asked to spend their holidays at
Riond Bosson. Old Mr. Adlington, whom Paderewski
called the " Governor " and who spoke of Paderewski as the
" Boss/5 worshipped him. Privately he and the other mem-
bers of the Erard family referred to Paderewski ascc Paddy."
The piano was not the only thing that taxed Paderewski's
patience and nerves, and that gave his agents and tuners
some anxious moments. There was also the lighting:
Paderewski could never play in a lighted hall. The white,
brightly lit keyboard was an agony to him and ruined
his concentration ; in fact, any light distracted Paderewski
and strained his eyes. A dim light somewhere in the farthest
comer of the hall was all that he would allow. Sometimes
they spent hours arranging the lighting to his satisfaction.
When it was found that technically it was not possible to
dispense with some light or other, Paderewski would give
the attendant what some friends used to call his leonine look,
and with a tragic sigh would say : cc That light will ruin my
whole career ! "